
 

 

Hill Avenue Academy Geography Overview  
 

Geography Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Nursery 
 

Understanding 
the world: 
The world 

 

Investigating the Environment 
Investigate and gain knowledge of my environment 

 Enjoy playing with small-world models such as a farm, a 
garage, or a train track. 

 Notice detailed features of objects in my environment. 

Comparing Familiar Settings 
Compare and contrast familiar settings 

 Comment and ask questions about aspects of my familiar world 
such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

 Talk about some of the things I have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 

Exploring the Local Area 
Explore and examine changes over time in the environment 

 Talk about why things happen and how things work. 

 Beginning to develop an understanding of growth, 
decay and changes over time. 

 Show care and concern for living things and the 
environment. 

Reception 
 

Understanding 
the world: 
The world 

 

Investigating Weather Patterns and Environmental Changes 
Investigate and gain knowledge of patterns and change 

 Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 
 
 

Comparing Similarities and Differences  
Compare and contrast different objects and living things 

 Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 
objects, materials and living things. 

 Talk about the features of my own immediate environment and 
how environments might vary from one another 

Exploring the Environment 
Explore and examine why environments change 

 Talk about the features of my environment  

 Understand that the environment and living things 
are influenced by human activity. 

Year 1 Investigating the Local Community 
Investigate and gain knowledge of Lanesfield 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, 
including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. 

 Identify key human features, including city, town, house, office and 
shops. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 
and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage. 

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features. 

  Use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 
of their school and its grounds. 

Comparing and Contrasting the United Kingdom 
Compare and contrast countries of the United Kingdom 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries. 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and weather. 

 Identify key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop 

  Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of 
its surrounding environment. 

Exploring and Examining the Wider World 
Explore and examine the wider world 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical 
features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map. 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles. 

 



 

 

Year 2 Investigating the United Kingdom 
Investigate and gain knowledge of human and physical features 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

 Use  compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; 
left and right], to describe the location of features and routes 
on a map 

 Explore key human and physical features of the UK. 

 Name and locate the equator, North and South Pole. 

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols. 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds. 

 

Comparing and Contrasting Bridgnorth and Wolverhampton 
Compare and contrast a locality 

 Investigate places using maps, atlases and aerial photos. 

 Use a range of sources to find out about the locality. 

 Identify similarities and differences through studying human and 
physical features of Bridgnorth. 

 Make comparisons between Bridgnorth and Wolverhampton. 

 Use a key to map features. 
 

 
 

Exploring Non-European Countries: Mexico 
Explore and examine the wider world 

 Locate places using maps, atlases and aerial photos. 

 Use compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map. 

 Compare similarities and differences through 
studying human and physical features of Mexico. 

 Draw geographical comparisons between their 
locality and a contrasting locality. 

 Identify similarities and differences through studying 
cultural and economical impacts. 

 Identify how places change over time. 

 Understand why Mexico is a contrasting locality. 
 

Year 3 Investigating Localities 
Investigate and gain knowledge of our locality 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparing and Contrasting Europe and America 
Compare and contrast the causes and consequences of the war 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night). 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America. 

 Use maps, atlases, globe to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

 Use the eight points of a compass four-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

 

Exploring Settlements 
Explore and examine how the Vikings settled 

 Explore the key aspects of human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities. 

 Explore and examine the geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle. 

 Use digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 



 

 

Year 4 Investigating England: Past and Present 
Investigate and gain knowledge of England 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom.  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 Understand how to use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

Comparing Weather patterns: UK and Europe  
Compare and contrast two different countries 

 Explain the key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region in a European country. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

 Use the eight points of a compass six-figure grid references, symbols 
and a key. 

 Exploring Non-European countries: China 
Explore and examine a non-European country 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia), North, and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human features. characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

 Explore and examine the human geography, including 
types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links. 

 Use the eight points of a compass six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

Year 5 Investigating Rivers, Coasts and Mountains 
Investigate and gain knowledge of environmental changes 

 Identify the counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America. 

 Describe and understand the key aspects of physical geography, 
including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

 Describe and understand the key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water.  

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps and plans. 

 
 

Comparing and Contrasting: UK and Greece 
Compare and contrast the UK and a European country 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia), North, and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night). 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America. Examine climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle, types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

Examining Environmental Changes 
Explore and examine different environments 

 Explain geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 
region within North or South America. 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

 Explain key aspects of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle 

 Explore and examine the key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



 

 

Year 6 Investigating Earthquakes and Volcanoes 
Investigate and gain knowledge of Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia), North, and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Comparing and Contrasting London and Wolverhampton 
Compare and contrast human and physical features of London 

 Examine the key aspects of physical geography, including climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

 Examine the key aspects of  human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night). 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

 Confidently use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world. 

Exploring a Non-European Country  
Explore and examine a non-European country 

 Ask and answer a range of geographical questions to 
deepen my knowledge and understanding of a range of 
geographical themes. 

 Use a range of primary and secondary sources of evidence 
to carryout geographical investigations.   

 Communicate the finding of my investigations using 
appropriate geographical vocabulary.  

 Collect and record evidence in different ways that are 
appropriate to the geographical investigation. 

 Name and locate geographical regions of America.  

 Explain the reasons why some towns and cities in Europe 
and North and South America are located where they are.  

 Use a range of atlases, globes, maps and plans at different 
scales to locate physical and human features in both the 
UK and the wider world. 

 Compare and contrast places on a widening scale across 
the UK, Europe and the World 

 

 
 


